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Celebrating the 35th class of unstoppable entrepreneurs
who transform the Heartland Region and beyond.
Minneapolis, Minnesota – Ernst & Young LLP (EY US) announced
that NetSPI CEO and President Aaron Shilts was named an
Entrepreneur Of The Year® 2021 Heartland Award finalist. Now
in its 35th year, the Entrepreneur Of The Year program honors
unstoppable business leaders whose ambition, ingenuity and
courage in the face of adversity help catapult us from the now
to next and beyond.
Shilts was selected by a panel of independent judges. Award
winners will be announced during a special virtual celebration

on Tuesday, July 27, 2021, becoming lifetime members of an
esteemed community of Entrepreneur Of The Year alumni from
around the world.
Entrepreneur Of The Year is one of the preeminent competitive
award programs for entrepreneurs and leaders of high-growth
companies. The nominees are evaluated based on six criteria:
entrepreneurial leadership; talent management; degree of
difficulty; financial performance; societal impact and
building a values-based company; and originality, innovation,
and future plans. Since its launch, the program has expanded
to recognize business leaders in more than 145 cities in over
60 countries around the world.
“This recognition validates the incredible work our team is
doing,” said Shilts. “NetSPI team members operate as
entrepreneurs every day and it’s an honor to help lead and
support some of the most brilliant people in cybersecurity.”
Regional award winners are eligible for consideration for the
Entrepreneur Of The Year National Awards, to be announced in
November 2021 at the Strategic Growth Forum®, one of the
nation’s most prestigious gatherings of high-growth, marketleading companies. The Entrepreneur Of The Year National
Overall Award winner will then move on to compete for the EY
World Entrepreneur Of The Year™ Award in June 2022.

About NetSPI
NetSPI is the leader in enterprise security testing and attack
surface management, partnering with nine of the top 10 U.S.
banks, three of the world’s five largest healthcare companies,
the largest global cloud providers, and many of the Fortune®
500. NetSPI offers Penetration Testing as a Service (PTaaS)
through its Resolve™ vulnerability management platform. Its
experts perform deep dive manual penetration testing of

application, network, and cloud attack surfaces, historically
testing over 1 million assets to find 4 million unique
vulnerabilities. NetSPI is headquartered in Minneapolis, MN
and is a portfolio company of private equity firms Sunstone
Partners, KKR, and Ten Eleven Ventures. Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.
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About Entrepreneur Of The Year®
Entrepreneur Of The Year® is the world’s most prestigious
business awards program for unstoppable entrepreneurs. These
visionary leaders deliver innovation, growth and prosperity
that transform our world. The program engages entrepreneurs
with insights and experiences that foster growth. It connects
them with their peers to strengthen entrepreneurship around
the world. Entrepreneur Of The Year is the first and only
truly global awards program of its kind. It celebrates
entrepreneurs through regional and national awards programs in
more than 145 cities in over 60 countries. National Overall
winners go on to compete for the EY World Entrepreneur Of The
Year™ title. Visit ey.com/us/eoy

About EY Private
As Advisors to the ambitious™, EY Private professionals
possess the experience and passion to support private
businesses and their owners in unlocking the full potential of
their ambitions. EY Private teams offer distinct insights born
from the long EY history of working with business owners and
entrepreneurs. These teams support the full spectrum of
private enterprises including private capital managers and

investors and the portfolio businesses they fund, business
owners, family businesses, family offices and entrepreneurs.
Visit ey.com/us/private

About EY
EY exists to build a better working world, helping create
long-term value for clients, people and society and build
trust in the capital markets.
Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams in over 150
countries provide trust through assurance and help clients
grow, transform, and operate.
Working across assurance, consulting, law, strategy, tax, and
transactions, EY teams ask better questions to find new
answers for the complex issues facing our world today.
EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or
more, of the member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited,
each of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst& Young Global
Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY collects and
uses personal data and a description of the rights individuals
have under data protection legislation are available via
ey.com/privacy. EY member firms do not practice law where
prohibited by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.
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